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What is EFI?

 EFI established in 1993 

 International organization, which is 
”owned” by:

29 European states (incl. Norway, Serbia, Switzerland and Turkey)

 120 Member organizations in 38 countries 
(mainly Universities and research institutes)  

Including in Latvia:

• Latvian State Forest Research Institute “Silava”, Salaspils

• Latvia University of Agriculture, Forest Faculty, Jelgava

http://www.silava.lv/mainen/aboutus.aspx
http://www.mf.llu.lv/
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EFI’s work

1. Supporting European forest research (e.g. 
advocating EU funding)

2. Science-policy work (Policy Support Facility)

3. Own research (Bioeconomy, Governance & 
Resilience Research)

4. Supports the implementation of the EU FLEGT 
Action Plan (FLEGT Facility) & fighting 
deforestation (REDD Facility)
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EFI Offices

21.1.202021.1.20208.5.2013

 Headquarters in Joensuu, Finland

 Offices: Barcelona, Bonn, Brussels, Kuala Lumpur 

 Staff ~ 130, from 40 different countries 

Joensuu Office

Bonn Office

Barcelona Office



What changes the EU forest sector?

1. Main global drivers of change:                      
Paris Agreement &                                 
Sustainable Development Goals

2. EU forest related policies:                 
the European Green Deal
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World States have agreed on 2 major policy targets

Keeping global temperature rise 
this century well below 2˚C

Sustainable Development Goals

These have important implications to global & European forest sectors
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Every sector has to 
contribute to climate 
mitgation, also forest 
sector

But using fossiles is 
still the primary 
problem, 
not the land sector
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Circular Bioeconomy & Climate Smart Forestry                  
become a must

www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2019/efi_fstp_5_2017.pdf

https://www.efi.int/sites/def
ault/files/files/publication-
bank/2018/Climate_Smart_F
orestry_in_Europe.pdf

https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2019/efi_fstp_5_2017.pdf
https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2018/Climate_Smart_Forestry_in_Europe.pdf
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Forest-Based Bioeconomy

 Traditional Forest Sector 
Forestry and forest industry 

 Forest-Based Bioeconomy                                                                    
Forest-based sector, but especially develops new 
biomass-based products and services in helping 
to mitigate climate change and achieve SDGs

 Ongoing transformation
Forest sector + textiles, biopackages, 
engineered wood products (e.g. CLT),                     
biochemicals, etc. + forest services

Helsinki City new wooden library  
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CSF builds upon three main objectives: 

1. Reducing the net emissions of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere (sink, substitution, storage)

2. Adapting and building forest resilience to climate change 

3. Sustainably increasing forest productivity and economic 
welfare based on forestry    

Climate Smart Forestry Approach: Way Forward

Nabuurs, Delacote, Ellison, Hanewinkel, Hetemäki & Lindner. 2017. By 2050 the Mitigation Effects of EU
Forests Could Nearly Double through Climate Smart Forestry, Forests, 8, 484; doi:10.3390/f8120484.

Kauppi, Hanewinkel, Lundmark, Nabuurs, Peltola, Trasobares & Hetemäki. 2018. Climate Smart Forestry in
Europe. European Forest Institute.

https://www.efi.int/sites/def
ault/files/files/publication-
bank/2018/Climate_Smart_F
orestry_in_Europe.pdf

https://www.efi.int/sites/default/files/files/publication-bank/2018/Climate_Smart_Forestry_in_Europe.pdf
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EU’s Role in Global Forest Sector  

The yellow area represents EU’s forests 
share of the total world forests and is 4%

Data is for year 2015; Source: FAOSTAT

Globally, EU is not a huge forest continent, but it is a huge forest products producer 

The yellow area represents EU’s share of total value 
of forest exports in world, 42% = 110 billion USD
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Growth determined also by other Factors than GDP

See: Hetemäki, L. & Hurmekoski, E. 2016. Forest products markets under change: 
review and research implications. Current Forestry Reports, vol. 2, no. 3.

Cross Laminated Timber (CLT)

> 15 % average annual growth 
rate since 2007, despite the 
economic downturn!

Dissolving pulp for textiles

> Pöyry (2015) expects the 
global demand to double by 
2030

EU Production in 1990-2014



EU Policy Developments 2020 >  

New European Commission and 
Parliament

 A new kind of sustainability 
thinking within the 
Commission & Parliament
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 The European Green Deal is the main policy line of new EU Commission

 Next 5 years, it will guide virtually all Commission's legislative work

 Climate law; Biodiversity Strategy; Forest Strategy; Common Agricultural 

Policy; Sustainable Finance-Taxonomy; Industrial Strategy, etc.

 With Green Deal, forests are also playing a bigger role than ever before in 

the work of European Commission. Therefore, the agreement will have 

major impact on the EU forest sector in the coming years



Communication on the European Green Deal Roadmap - Key actions 
(selection of activities of relevance for forests and the forest-based sector) 
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Source: European Commission 2019. The European Green Deal,
Brussels, 11.12.2019 COM(2019) 640 final 
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Source: European Commission 2019. The European Green Deal,
Brussels, 11.12.2019 COM(2019) 640 final 
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Comments on Green Deal & EU policies

 Green Deal responds to the call. Increased efforts are 
needed for climate change mitigation and adaptation 

 The main objective of GD is EU's carbon neutrality by 
2050. There is broad consensus on this goal, but not 
necessarily on all the means to achieve it

 The Commission wants to get Green Deal ready in its 
first 100 days (March 2020)

 But it is this very matter of urgency that is a  potential 
problem of the current proposal



 The hurry of GD preparatory work is reflected e.g. in 
narrow scope of forestry issues, and the impression 
that there has not been sufficient time for consultation 
with experts and stakeholders

 This is likely to be reflected in future how well the 
Commission is able to generate ownership and support 
for the Deal

 Without sufficient ownership, the agreement will not 
work efficiently in practice
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Comments on Green Deal & EU policies
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 The Deal foresees possibilities of forest sector to influence 
climate issues too narrowly 

 For example, the role of bioeconomy in displacing fossil 
economy is hardly seen

 Illustratively, the agreement refers to many EU strategies, but 
not to its Bioeconomy Strategy from 2018

 One-size-fits-all policy is not optimal. To what extent does the 
central requirement of the Deal for afforestation make sense in 
different countries (e.g. Netherlands vs. Spain)? 

 Definition of sustainable forest management. Do we need a 
new one, as seem to be implied by some EU polices  in 
planning?
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Personal views: How Green Deal proposal                      
could be further develop 
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 Green Deal is another good example of how the EU is 
practicing forest policy, even though this is officially the 
competence of the Member States

 Particularly problematic in the current situation is the fact 
that the European Commission has a strikingly scarce 
forestry expertise

 The forest sector's ability to influence its own cause is 
also very limited

 The Commission's preparatory work and the forest sector 
suffer from this
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De facto, we now have EU Forest Policy
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1. Paris Agreement and SDGs main drivers for the EU

forest sector in coming years

2. To help to achieve these, we also need forest

Bioeconomy and Climate Smart Forestry

3. The Green Deal: A promising start, but not yet there!

4. EU is de facto practicing forest policy. But with limited

expertise and too little possibility for the stakeholders

to impact in their own case

Key Messages



Thank you - Paldies!

@FORBIOproject

lauri.hetemaki@efi.int

https://twitter.com/FORBIOproject
https://twitter.com/FORBIOproject
mailto:lauri.hetemaki@efi.int

